Congress East-West Vienna 1919 


Impulses on the way to global peace 


Text: Walter Pfluger — October 2019 - https://www.wpfluger-holistics.de/ 


English translation and revised text: 03.2022 


Anthroposophy and world peace: what role can anthroposophy play? 


We will in this brief text trace the path of Rudolf Steiner over the last 30 years of 
his life, from 1903 to 1923, in the manner of a concise sketch. This will provide us 
with a basic understanding of the role and significance we can attribute to Rudolf 
Steiner for the public life in the countries in which he lived and worked. 


A first important period in this time span was filled with the leadership of the 
German section of the Theosophical Society. In this very fertile period, from about 
1903 to 1913, Steiner wrote and also published important books, such as 
"Theosophy", "How do you gain knowledge of the higher worlds?" (both 1904) and 
the "Geheimwissenschaft im Umriss" (1909). In addition, there are his four 
Mystery dramas (1910-13) as well as a large number of key lectures, such as 
"Christianity as a Mystical Fact" (from 1902), which very often deal with the 
esoteric foundations and backgrounds of human life and historical, as well as 
philosophical developments. With these products of his very active life as a 
spiritual teacher and an inspiration for the intellectual and spiritual movements in 
the German speaking countries (today summarised with the acronym DACH — 
Deutschland-Austria-Switzerland) he had prepared the ground for the foundation 
of the General Anthropological Society (Allgemeine Anthroposophische 
Gesellschaft) in Germany, established in december 1912. 


Then came the turning point for all the people and countries in Europe, the First 
World War. During the war, Steiner had contacts with an important part of the 
some of the most important German politicians and leaders? and also tried to act 
as an official advocate for Germany in the world, mostly through lectures, but also 
in conversations with politicians and public figures. The point he made was very 
clear: Europe has to change her modus operandi, otherwise the same problems 
that have led to the First World War will re-appear again and again, leading to 
ever new disasters. However, his attempts for renewal of the European leadership 
role and functions were largely rejected by the decision-makers and ultimately did 
not have a direct impact on the rule for global peace that has been looked for 
following the war. As we can perceive from the reading of various of his lectures 
he hold during this time, this experience was a very painful one for Steiner 


*In particular his acquaintance with Helmuth von Moltke has been well known, as well as with Max 
von Baden, who has been one of the political leaders that were directly involved in the 
negotiations for peace and the design of the new German policy as part of Europe after the war. 
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personally, because he had seen the real possibility of avoiding future calamities 
and misfortune through decisions and decisions in the present. His advice 
however has not been given suite. 


But Steiner, who understood the disastrous consequences and foresaw the 
catastrophic effects of the Treaty of Versailles for the new European order, did not 
want to and could not give up. His answer to this "chaotic situation" with regard to 
the "social question" in Europe, as Steiner put it, was the development and 
publication of the "Social Threefolding Structure"? in 1919, with which he 
intended to show a way out of chaos and crises from the point of view of 
anthroposophy. His statement was very clear: if humanity did not choose and 
walk this path, then it would inevitably fall into the next crisis. Humanity was not 
ready, neither spiritually nor politically, to choose this path, which would have 
been a path of meaningful and peaceful development of human society . We know 
the consequences of this continuation of Europe on the old, trotted paths of 
nationalism, economic competition, political revenge and war and have to live 
with them to this day. 


In this period, at the end, or immediately after the First World War, Steiner 
repeatedly made very critical and sometimes polemical omissions against the 
"Wilsonianism" and the founding of the League of Nations in 1919. Steiner 
understood that the core elements of this policy of the American government 
under Wilson were based ona key principle that strengthened nationalism and 
finally ended the right of the peoples, unlike nations, to self-determination. This 
international policy, called for by then-American President Wilson, was based on 
the right for external interventions and interference as soon as the dominant 
nations determined that another nation would not meet their standards and 
expectations. Steiner said in a lecture on Dec. 18, 1916: "And whoever says that he 
is fighting for peace and must therefore wage war, war to the annihilation of the 
enemy, in order to have peace, he lies, even if he is not aware of whoever he may 
be.” The series of interventionist wars that have been waged since then, are a 
living testimony of this apodictic comment by Steiner. These interventionist wars 
range from Vietnam, Korea (Indochina in general) to Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, 
Libya and Yemen, to name just a limited number. In addition, there are a large 
number of attempted or successful "regime changes", especially in Latin America, 
but also in the Middle East, up to South-East Asia.3 


? Social threefolding is a social theory which originated in the early 20th century from the work of 
Rudolf Steiner. Of central importance is a distinction made between three spheres of society — the 
political, economic, and cultural. 

3 On Wikipedia we find a list of wars: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_wars_involving_the_United_Statest 

Dr. Zoltan Grossman is presenting a partial list of U.S. military interventions from 1890 to 2019, on 
https://sites.evergreen.edu/zoltan/interventions/. Including a briefing on the History of U.S. 
Military Interventions (2001). 
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In the context of this brief overview on Steiner's life, the congress of 1922 in 
Vienna plays an important role, according to our understanding, or indicates a 
decisive paradigm shift in Steiner's work.4 In fact, we see that Steiner, in the years 
after 1919, has drawn his lessons from the fruitless experience of his attempts to 
shape the political landscape of Germany and Europe. He had become aware that 
during his lifetime no real changes could be achieved through interventions in the 
political world. Therefore, he started to move ona different paths, which has been 
two-pronged. On the one side he initiated practical reform movements in 
different areas of public social and economic life. On the other side, he created a 
mystical order under the spiritual leadership of the archangel Michael, which had 
her center in the Freie Hochschule für Geisteswissenschaft (Free University of 
Humanities) under the supervision of the General Anthroposophical Society 
(Allgemeine Anthroposophische Gesellschaft). Direct political activities have from 
then on not been pursued any more by the anthroposophical movement. 


In these years, from 1922 to 1925, the year of his transition to the worlds of 
activist endeavors and spiritual renewal, a concentration of Rudolf Steiner's work 
on these two areas becomes apparent. On the one hand, we see Rudolf Steiner 
working tirelessly for the institutional development of the Anthroposophical 
Society and her parallel anchoring in social and economic life. This "expanded 
public activity" is expressed in the construction of the Goetheanum, but also 
includes the foundation of a number of important initiatives and undertakings and 
their spiritual, as well as institutional consolidation or justification, to mention 
here are the Waldorf Schools, the biological dynamic agriculture5, 
anthroposophical extended medicine®, the natural sciences, music, eurhythmy 
and the Christian community.” 


On the other hand, Rudolf Steiner had undertaken, with a great exertion of 
personal energy and with an admirable expression of will power, the creation of a 
school of mystery for the new era at the Goetheanum through the General 
Anthroposophical Society and the Free University of Anthroposophy (Freie 
Hochschule für Geisteswissenschaft) in order to form the institutional basis for the 


* In a somewhat different context we have used the term “threshold year” (Schwellenjahr, in 
German) 

5 Which is today known under the name of Demeter. 

€ With hospitals in Switzerland and Germany. Well-known brands in the area of the 
anthroposophical medicine are Weleda and Wala, as well as in the area of cancer treatment the 
ISCADOR AG. 

7 This part of the history of anthroposophy is well substantiated, albeit with a very different 
interpretive accent, in a research paper under the title Anthroposophy and Ecofascism on the 
Website of the /nstitute for Social Anthropology; 
https://social-ecology.org/wp/2009/01/anthroposophy-and-ecofascism-2/ . 

We can only presume that this harsh and often false and misleading argumentation against the 
Anthroposophical movement is driven by a spirit of competition for leadership in the arena of 
social reforms, and it may be corroborated by the rejection by Steiner of the Wilsonianism, 
understood as the justification of American interventionist wars. 
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further work of the Anthroposophical Society. This new school of mystery, as 
Steiner has initiated it during a series of lectures given to the members of the 
Anthropological society from 20. January 1924 until March 19258, is following the 
image of the mysteries of Eleusis in Greek. 


We are interpreting the lectures that Steiner gave at the congress in Vienna in 
1922 in the perspective of the development of Steiner’s activities in these decisive 
years from 1919 to 1925. It was clear to him that with a narrow political 
perspective and direct involvement into politics, as he had advocated it in a series 
of lectures until 1918, he and Anthroposophy would achieve nothing in the short 
term, meaning in the remaining years of his lifetime. Steiner understood and 
accepted that he had to devote himself to a peace policy at a higher level that 
went beyond the purely political and institutional one, if he wanted to achieve 
impact on public life and the society as a whole. 


Thus, Steiner's lectures at the 1922 congress in Vienna are not about the question 
of peace in Europe, nor about Germany's role as mediator between East and 
West, nor about Wilsonianism and similar topics. Rather, the lectures challenge us 
in their global perspective asking us to promote an understanding of the 
relationship between East and West and their respective roles and global missions 
on the basis of mutual understanding of the respective spiritual and philosophical 
worlds, social systems and economic structures9. Politics have not been in the 
focus. Steiner is putting in these lectures a strong emphasis on the need for a 
consciously completed and progressive rapprochement between the cultures and 
the ways of thinking that shape our cultures and living environments. This 
conscious effort to bring peoples and their cultures closer is according to these 
lectures the essential prerequisite for mutual understanding and respectful 
encounters between the peoples of East and West. 


Following our intention to draw a line between the Congress of Vienna in 1919 
into our time in 2019, we can hardly overlook the fact that in this period of time a 
great number of important events took place and developments got underway, 
which have an important bearing on the question, concerning the potential role to 
play by the anthroposophical movement’ for peace at a global scale. 


8 Rudolf Steiner wrote after the Christmas conference to establish the General Anthroposophical 
Society (1923), until his death in March 1925, a series of 185 "Anthroposophical Guidelines" 
(Leitsätze), as well as regular letters "To the members", which were published weekly in the 
newsletter of the Anthroposophical Society. 

9 It should be noted here that Steiner deliberately does not go into more detail about the esoteric 
foundations of his thoughts, ideas and conceptions in his lectures, as he clearly states in a 
conversation in the inner circle of his anthroposophical friends. 

2° Steiner uses quite frequently the term “anthroposophical movement”. However, he 
distinguishes this movement operating at the social level from the esoteric leadership of the 
anthropological society. Ref. the comments made by Steiner in the annex to the lectures of the 
Congress of Vienna in 1919. 
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In the context of this short text, we can only provide some hints on some of the 
more important events and factors that have shaped the European world over the 
past 100 years. First, it is certainly necessary to mention the Second World War, 
which has led to a new world order (NOW), which has been based on the 
institutions of Bretton Woods, i.e. the World Bank and the IMF, and in which the 
United Nations (UN) are presenting a platform for dialogue among the nations. 
This NWO forms, what is called in the official language, the "regulatory 
framework" that is still valid today. Obviously, this New World Order and the 
"regulatory framework" are a structure and framework under the leadership of the 
USA, where also the principal institutions are located. 


Perhaps even more important than this regulatory framework, however, are the 
scientific and technical developments that have paved the way for a fast pace of 
the transformation of the societies in the last hundred years and have 
fundamentally driven the change of people's lives.** Man is increasingly creating 
his own living environment, the so-called Anthropocene”?, in which men no longer 
limits himself to satisfying his basic human needs for food, water and shelter, but 
in which his survival is becoming dependent on and driven by electrical energy and 
electronic tools, as well as electronic media’. In addition, there are modern 
means of transport, the car, the plane and the railways, without which the 
functioning of modern societies is no longer possible. At the same time, during 
this period, the chemical industry and medical research achieved such effective 
results that the earth's population was able to multiply to an incredible extent, 
almost 10-fold in the course of the past 100 years. 


These developments led humankind into a situation in which their responsibility 
for people, nature and the world as a whole is becoming increasingly important. 
The human being no longer lives from nature and no longer in nature, butina 
living environment to which nature belongs, which he increasingly shapes himself 
and for whose qualities, which man is allowed to enjoy, he is more and more 
responsible himself.*4 


These developments, as we have briefly outlined them here, are essentially driven 
by a materialistic-intellectually oriented science, successfully developed over the 


We may quote here just 2 books out of an almost infinite number of books on this topic of 
transformation: Critical path, from Buckminster Fuller and Understanding Media, the Extension of 
Man, from Marshall McLuhan. 

2 The expression Anthropocene (ancient Greek GvOpwrtos, anthropos , meaning “human” in 
German and katvoc, meaning a specific time in the flux of time) is a proposal for the designation of 
a new geochronological epoch: namely the age in which the Man to one of the most important 
influencing factors on the biological, geological and atmospheric processes on Earth. Ref. 
Wikipedia 

35. h. Marshall McLuhan, "Automation: Nicht fürs Leben lernen, sondern leben lernen", in 
"Kursbuch ins dritte Jahrtausend", ed. Alvin Toffler, p. 78f. 

™ We refer again to the two sources out of an almost infinite number of books on this topic of 
transformation: Critical path, from Buckminster Fuller and Understanding Media, the Extension of 
Man, from Marshall McLuhan. 
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past 300 years. There is the belief in a general spirit of "further-faster-higher", 
which is based on the conviction in the infinity of scientific, technical and material 
progress and subsequent technical possibilities. An infinite growth and an ever- 
increasing differentiation, driven by science and research, have set in motion and 
are leading to ever increasing and refined technical possibilities, providing 
humanity with the tools, techniques and instruments for further expansion and 
progress. The perpetual mobile an electricity and energy propelled machine of 
scientific and technical development, driven by the scientific, rational intellect and 
mind, seems to be set in motion. 


The potential role of Anthroposophy for maintaining world peace 


We will briefly enter into a reflection on the methodology of problem solving to 
better understand what the role might be to play by anthroposophy in future 
conflicts or in the face of global challenges. 


If problems arise in the course of these scientific and technical advances, then 
there are basically three ways to deal with such problems.* A first approach to 
deal with upcoming problems assumes that technically caused problems can also 
find a technical solution. In a second approach it is assumed that humans have to 
adapt and change their behavior. However, there is also a third possibility to deal 
with problems in a technology and media driven environment. This third approach 
takes a different way and is looking for a different kind of lever. The critical point 
is that man does not let technology decide on the solution of technical problems, 
as is done in the sense of artificial intelligence (Al). In this approach to problem 
solving. humanity presumes that the human being, as an individual living in a 
particular social and cultural context and situation”, is capable to decide rightfully 
on possible solutions to problems, which are emerging in the course of the 
ongoing materialistically and intellectually oriented progress. In doing so, humans 
may and should use technical instruments and possibilities, wherever appropriate, 
to solve the problems. For Steiner, the human being remains always remains a 
homo faber. However, the human being is not only a modern scientist. According 
to anthroposophy, primacy in this third approach for problem solving, would 
always be given to the human being that has been given the opportunity to 
develop herself as a human being deciding freely in following her very specific 
human interests and needs. Technical feasibility would be a criterion sub- 


*5 We are using here in a loose form elements of game theory, ref. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9T-n4-WqipU 

%6 We can only indicate here briefly that we are taking here the epistemological position of 
anthroposophy, which is putting the human being with her faculties of Thinking-Feeling- Willing in 
the center of her preoccupations for human well-being in a human way. 


Ref. https://anthrowiki.at/Menschenbild 
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ordinated to the needs and interests of human beings applying their free will and 
guided by a thinking following their hearts.” 


This third path towards the solving of humanity’s challenges caused by scientific- 
technically induced problems, is certainly in the interest of humanity, because it 
sees man and his well-being as the principal reference points for decision making. 
In this way, therefore, technical development is not the goal, but it becomes the 
means that man uses to shape his living environment in such a way to facilitate an 
optimum of life experience. 


Following our fundamental considerations of the way anthroposophy is looking at 
our life conditions in the technical world, we want to address here at least briefly 
the question of the potential peace-making role of anthroposophy. To do so, we 
have to look at the situation as it exists for all initiatives for world peace. After 
having clarified that point, the question arises as to what is special in 
anthroposophy's answer to the question of war or peace. 


The situation and the challenges for peace have not fundamentally changed over 
the past 100 years.*9 There are wars in the world and there is a constant threat of 
new wars. It seems today that the most important reason for this is the interests 
that govern the industrial-military complex of the USA.”° This danger was clearly 
recognized in the USA after the Second World War and was even addressed by 
the then US President Dwight D. Eisenhower in his farewell speech on 17 January 
1961. US President Dwight D. Eisenhower warned the public of the 
interdependencies and influences of the military-industrial complex in the USA, 
which he considered a serious threat to democratic state-building and the 
functioning of democratic institutions. He warned that the impact of this complex 
on jobs and economic power could lead the American political leadership to want 
to resolve conflicts with militarily means, rather than politically. 


This situation has not fundamentally changed to this day, but has rather 
consolidated and further deteriorated. By of The military-industrial complex has 
integrated and synchronized his strategies and activities with the financial 
industry, the large financial corporations and investment funds. As a 
consequence, this policy of the military primacy through the military-industrial 


7 Andreas Neider, Stuttgart, has published in 2019, an excellent book on this subject: Denken mit 
dem Herzen, (thinking with the heart). Ref. https://anthrowiki.at/Herzdenken 

18 We refer here indirectly to the polemic of Frank Lloyd Wright against the German Bauhaus, 
when he wrote that the Germans are aiming to fulfil only “minimum requirements for life”, while 
he, with his Welsh approach, is searching for conditions offering an “optimum of life experience for 
the human being”. 

19 We refer here to the seminal books of Niall Ferguson on the “War of the Worlds” and “Doom”, 
which we advise the reader to go through with great attention. 

2° It is a fact, corroborated by the statistics provided by SIPRI, that it is the USA that has been 
involved in the major part of the wars over the past 100 years. Also, the USA are by far surpassing 
all other nations with here investments in the military and armament industry. 
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complex has nowadays become omnipotent.” The situation has further 
deteriorated due to the fact that of today more than 50% of German and 
European corporations are owned and controlled by the American owned 
investment funds, which have in this way brought the European arms industry in 
in line with America’s interests. The creation of a European army under the 
leadership of NATO is currently the manifest expression of this. ?? 


The statements made by Ms. Sievers-Steiner may give more weight to our 
arguments, therefor we will quote her at least briefly». She wrote in 1947, 
i.e. after the end of the Second World War and just before the final scission 
of Germany, in her epilogue to the edition of the proceedings of the 
Congress West-East in 1919, the following: "After the end of the First World War, 
the German centre of Europe was a last opportunity (our emphasis) to assert 
itself as an independent being in the polarity of the Western and Eastern world 
powers. From the day of the armistice (November 1918), Rudolf Steiner raised his 
voice to call on the centre (our complement/WP: of the German political decision 
makers) to reflect on itself: not to stamp out new means of power to fight against 
the superpowers of the West and the East, which would only lead to a new 
catastrophe, but to boldly tackle one's own life's task, the task of intellectual- 
political-economic mediation, within the West-Eastern world dichotomy. 


This warning was most comprehensively issued at the Congress of Vienna "Western 
and Eastern Worldview" from 1 to 12 June 1922. ......e eee 


The West-East world antagonism is the most current problem of the present. The 
thoughts that people have about it are inadequate everywhere - entangled and tight 
up in economic interests and power aspirations." 


Putting ourselves in the situation that Eisenhower warned of in 1961, and looking 
at the developments after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1989, then we must 
realize that the way to peace through democratic institutions, as they currently 
function, remains blocked for the time being. 74 


The West-East world antagonism continues to be the most critical problem of the 
present times. During the Cold War period, i.e. from 1949 to 1989, the contrast 
focused on the "Western world" and "communism". Today, this contrast has 


21 We refer here to the American politician and member of the Congress, Tulsi Gabbard, 
Democratic Party, who is one of the persons who is repeatedly warning of the consequences of 
these American policies: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iywKH60NUGq ; 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pn-cd6YJvF4; 

22 The reader can find more details on these issues in an article we have published in 2019, with an 
English translation in 2022: How Europe lost its sovereignty. 

233 Published in GA 83 

4 Published in GA 83, there is also a report of June 18,1919, attached in the annex, in which Rudolf 
Steiner addresses in Dornach the Friends of the Goetheanum. In addition, the issue is 
supplemented with a short reflection by Ms. Sievers-Steiner, which was written 25 years later, i.e. 
after the end of the 2nd World War, and even before the founding of the Federal and the German 
Democratic Republic (FDR and GDR, respectively. 
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grown into a global problem that no longer excludes any continent or country. 


This brings us finally to the question of what anthroposophy and the people 
associated with it can do in particular to work for peace today, despite the adverse 
circumstances. One thing in advance: whether war or peace, working for the well- 
being of people and for their healing is a task that will always remain. Concretely, 
however, we know that peace does not come into the world by the sword. As it 
stands, he does not come into the world through politics. 


In his "Philosophy of Freedom", Steiner has however shown us a path that is 
plausible to us, that has always been in present and in front of us, but that we have 
to understand anew. This is the path of individual development and unfolding?5, 
which will lead us to freedom through education and self-education. This is the 
way of the “new Yoga” of which Steiner speaks?°. This means listening to the 
inner voice, enter into the dialogue with the spiritual forces and powers that 
determine our lives. The person who has educated himself in this way will work to 
shape the world in the sense of the "social threefold". Steiner says that this is like 
a "law of nature", and we are following him here, because it is already clear to us 
today that any free human being, or at least human beings on their way to 
"liberation from immaturity", must reject war in order to promote peace with 
every fiber of their life. 


Certainly, this path, which puts people at the center, is not always easy to find and 
to follow. It is probably also the most tedious and challenging path to follow, 
because it focuses on people and their transformation. To move forward on this 
path, spiritual development is required and no quick fixes are possible. 


This path also has a prerequisite and is based on the assumption that it is part of 
the personal aspirations of a human being to increasingly to take responsibility for 
her own world. This impetus and inner drive to take responsibility for one's own 
destiny can only go together with the desire for increasing personal and self- 
education. This is an important issue, because exertion of a strong will, without 
growing awareness of the consequences of one's own actions, carries the danger 
of creating even greater problems and causing still greater damage. 


The better world that we all desire, a world in which we can live happier with 
greater personal fulfillment, presupposes a spiritual development that would 
allow all of us to take full responsibility for the results and consequences of 
scientific and technological progress. 


The creation of a better world is therefore not a utopia, but consists in the daily 
practice dedicated to the primacy of the "right life" and the consistent 
transformation of the human being. The human being will thus make the 


25 Spiritual development as the path to freedom (Der geistige Schulungsweg als 


Entwicklungspfad): https://anthrowiki.at/Schulungsweg 
26 Refer https://anthrowiki.at/Yoga-Schulungsweg 
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experience that forces work in him, spiritual forces, with which he must learn to 
live in such a way that these forces can have a salutary effect on world events. 


10 


